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Six lenses on one school case
Use your pre-reading notes and the article. (1) Read the case on your own (5 minutes). (2) In your group, take one or two lenses. For each lens, write one research question about this case, and note what the question would show and what it might miss (10 minutes). (3) Share and compare (10 minutes).
The case: Hao at Lixin Primary School
Hao is nine years old and in Grade 3 at Lixin Primary School, an ordinary state primary school in Nanning. He was diagnosed with autism when he was four. His school file contains a hospital assessment report with an IQ score and the diagnosis. Some teachers read the report and say, “He has autism, so he cannot work in groups.”
When Hao was six, a doctor advised his parents to send him to the district special education school. He spent Grade 1 there. The classes were small and the teachers were trained, but Hao had little contact with children from his neighbourhood.
In Grade 2, Hao moved to Lixin under the Learning in Regular Classrooms policy. He is now in a class of 45 pupils and uses the same textbooks as his classmates. Three times a week he leaves the class to work with a resource teacher. In Chinese lessons he often sits quietly at the back and does not join in.
This year his new class teacher, Ms Liang, has started to change some things: a visual timetable on the board, shorter tasks, and a partner for group work. She says other teachers would like to try this too, but many feel they have had no training.
Last term the school also began an eight-week peer buddy programme to build social skills. The head teacher says, “The pupils seem much happier.” The district education bureau is now deciding whether to fund the programme in more schools.
Hao loves drawing trains. He says recess is his favourite time, “when Xiaoming plays trains with me.” His mother says that what she wants most is for him to have one real friend. No one has yet asked Hao what helps him most in class.
This case is fictional.


Your group’s questions
Write one research question for each lens your group takes. Leave the other rows for the class discussion.
	Lens
	Our research question
	What would it show?
	What might it miss?

	1  Assessment and classification
	
	
	

	2  Specialised and segregated provision
	
	
	

	3  Normalisation and integration
	
	
	

	4  Inclusive and rights-based education
	
	
	

	5  Evidence-informed educational support
	
	
	

	6  Learner voice and participatory research
	
	
	




